Introduction
In this family pedigree the majority of children from at least four of the six generations were subjected to both active cruelty and passive neglect. Detailed surveillance over five generations has been possible as members of this Northamptonshire pedigree were followed on account of the transmission of Huntington's disease (Pleydell, 1954) . In this pedigree (Northants Pedigree No. 15, Oliver, 1969; and Dewhurst, Oliver & McKnight, 1969) , the illness in all affected members began with irritability and insidious deterioration of personality, often accompanied by overtly anti-social behaviour.
In most cases the prodromal phase of the illness is prolonged, starting in the childbearing years.
Although half the children of a Huntington's family are at risk, the pernicious effects of the disease are not confined to those carrying the gene, or to others subjected to maltreatment from a dementing, psychotic parent. Wherever they could be followed up, even Pedigree study (see Fig. 1 IV, Nos. 4, 6, 7 and 10. These subjects had no children. For each of them, the prodromal phase of Huntington's disease, with insidious dementia, irritability, loss of self-control and deterioration of personality was intimately coloured by their traumatic childhood experiences. Subject IV 6, for instance, frequently physically attacked her mother, making incessant vituperative accusations against both her and her dead father. V, Nos. 4, 5, 6 and 7 were all 'very neglected in childhood' (Psychiatric case notes of V 4). V 5, so far, has one illegitimate child, and is 'highly strung and odd' (irritability, apathy and depression). V 6 'likes pubs too much' and is under psychiatric care, likewise his fiancee. V, No. 11. This man has probably suffered physical and mental sadism as a child, as well as gross neglect from parents and parent-substitutes. He has twice been in Broadmoor following episodes of violence, and has a long criminal record with brutal assaults against his wife and the police. He may well be in the early stages of Huntington's disease. His wife, a pathological liar, has repeatedly abandoned her children in callous cireumstances in order to devote more time to prostitution. V, Nos. 17-19havesuffered disruptions,violenceand bizarre situations as a result ofthe whims and impulses oftheir feckless mother and her strange associates.
Generation VI
Fourteen of these children remain in Northamptonshire. Ten of them are relatively fortunate in having at least one mentally healthy parent. VI 5, the illegitimate son of V 5 is partly protected from the vagaries of his mother by an elderly grandfather.
The three children of V 11, subjects VI 9, 10 and 11 are in care having been deserted by their mother on four occasions, and later abandoned by other relatives. The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children have been involved, and the children have frequently been in an advanced state of neglect. Their mother, father and grandparents all are untruthful and ill-intentioned, lying with effortless ease. Thus the efforts of the Northampton Children's Department are greatly hindered in their endeavours to provide care for these three disturbed youngsters, the eldest of whom is 5.
Discussion and conclusions
Before the N.H.S. Family Planning Act (Hansard, 1967) and the Abortion Act of 1968, preventive medicine in this field of psychiatry was totally ineffectual. In this context the R.M.P.A. has made recommendations concerning the aborting of unwanted pregnancies (R.M.P.A. Memorandum, 1966) but has only paid cursory attention to family planning and the implications of the 1967 Family Planning Act. Subjects I 1; II 1; III 2, 6; IV 3, 6, 8 and 14 (and possibly V 5 and 11) illustrate that the prodromal phase of Huntington's disease, with its concomitant of a heightened degree of irresponsibility, poses special problems in birth control and preventive psychiatry. These considerations are discussed in general by Whittier (1968) and Hans & Gilmore (1968) and for the Northants pedigrees in particular by Pleydell (1968) and Oliver (1969) .
The pedigree described here is typical of twentyfive others involving at least 425 families. Very frequently all the children from these families show anti-social tendencies in adult life. A high deathrate among the nineteen Northamptonshire choreic families has been reported by Oliver (1969) . Furthermore, specific examples of infanticide, brain injury, incest, incestuous sodomy, sadism and other perversions practised on children in such families has been reported in detail elsewhere (Dewhurst et al., 1969; Oliver, 1969) .
